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A discussion on

“Making the Political Establishment Accountable to RT1”

International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) 2021

Recognizing the significance of access to information the UNESCO declared 28 September of every year as
International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI). The 2021 theme for the IDUAT highlights the role
of access to information laws and their implementation to build back strong institutions for the public good and
sustainable development, as well as to strengthen the right to information and international cooperation in the
field of implementing this human right. In reiterating this message with UNESCO and to ensure the fundamental
right to information prioritizing the 2030 goals of the Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Sri Lanka Press
Institute (SLPI) hosts a webinar in two sessions with an expert panel focusing on the Right to Information (RTT)
in Sri Lanka and the South Asian region.

Please use the QR code
to access the
programme archives www.youtube.com
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RTI Journalists’ Forum

Key issues of interest that were discussed
at the monthly RTI Journalists’ Forums

held by the SLPI during the year 2021
are as follows;

RTI applications were submitted i
to look into the slow pace of work
on the Strategic City Development
Project that is being implemented in
Anuradhapura with the sponsorship
of the French Development Agency.

RTI applications submitted requesting
details of the varieties of
vaccines imported to Sri Lanka.

Following the notion that imported
coconut oil contained aflatoxin,
RTI applications were submitted
requesting information on the
quantity of coconut oil thus
imported and details of how its
quality istested before releasing

o the public. RTI applications were lodged

for information on

home PCR test statistics,
import of PCR test kits,

and the cost of purchasing PCR

RTI applications were submitted
test kits.

to inquire into the steps taken by
responsible nstitutions to promote
paddy harvesting, fertilizer use for
cultivation and home organic
production of fertilizer during

the recent years.

Information requests were directed
to look into the district distribution

of imported COVID-19
vaccines and the implementation of
vaccination programmes at the

district level.
RTI requests were submitted inquiring

information on the allocations
made by the government

to provide the necessary materials
to ensure the health and safety of
school children during the pandemic.

RTI requests were made to
inquire into the steps taken by
the Sri Lanka Customs regarding the

smuggling of turmeric

into the country after the turmeric
import ban and the steps taken by
the Government to promote
local turmeric cultivation.
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] 7 4 Despite the severe crisis in the country due
RTI Applicutions to the COVID 19 pandemic, the Sri Lanka
Press Institute was able to continue its
operations on RTI. The SLPI engaged with
25 newsrooms and continued to operate
their RTI Help Desk service for newsroom
journalists.
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5 8 In addition, SLPI has maintained their
: “RTI Helpline”- information support
Success Stories service throughout the year and supported

the need to raise awareness about the
Right to Information Act that serves the
citizens in Sri Lanka.
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Social Media Engagements
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Critical Discussions
on RTI

T_——_
Social Media engagements 0.4%
based on Age groups 1905

3.6% 55-64
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To whom do we belong?

A

A newspaper recently reported on the people of Araba Nagar, Kokkulankal
area who are suffering from lack of basic needs. The news was that the

people of Araba Nagar, Kokkulankal area were living without basic facilities
such as drinking water, latrines, road development and electricity. We asked
the Irakkamam Divisional Secretariat and the Addalaichenai Divisional

Secretariat why basic facilities were not provided to those people through
RTI. The two Divisional Secretariats gave different answers to each other.

Access the article here :

A workshop on the Right to Information Act was held on 11th
November for journalists in the Trincomalee District. The workshop
was organized by the Ekad Carithas with resources and training
provided by the Sri Lanka Press Institute.. More than 25 journalists
from the Trincomalee district attended the programme and received an
in-depth understanding of the RTI Act.. The workshop was facilitated
by Senior instructor instructor and Complaints Officer of the Press
Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka (PCCSL) Mr. Kamal
Liyanarachchi.

Workshop on Right to Information

for Journalists in Trincomalee
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